Social Etiquette

#55

THE WORST FOOD

'‘Where the wealthy are invited and poor are left out’

It is Sunnah to invite people for a meal with the intention of feeding
people, Da'wah or for a special occasion like a Walimah. One important
etiquette of inviting people is to ensure that poor people are also invited.
There is a stern warning in the hadith for a general invitation where only
the wealth partake and poor are left out.

Hazrat Abu Hurairah -4 narrates that Nabi # said, “(From among) the
worst of food is the food of that Walimah wherein the wealthy are
invited and the poor are left out ...” cuiemsim

There is a societal trend to limit invitation to people of affluence and of
a certain ‘social standing'. The ordinary poor, weak and downtrodden
people of the community are not considered to be part of such functions.
Such invitations are disliked and contrary to the Sunnah.

Our community should seek to rectify this malpractice and make it a
point to identify people and families who are generally overlooked and
invite them with honour and respect.

If we adopt simplicity, and avoid extravagance and lavishness, we will be
able to extend our invitation to more people of a diverse backgroundand
in this way foster unity, brotherhood and cohesion in our community. This
could be a means of our forgiveness and eternal salvation.
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